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The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius

Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, DC 20201

Secretary Sebelius,

[ want to express my grave concern that the Department of Health and Human Services bypassed
the state of Tennessee’s decision to not award Title X funds to facilities that perform abortions,
and chose to directly award $1 million in federal taxpayer dollars to the Memphis Planned
Parenthood abortion facility over three years. Funding this grant to Planned Parenthood is a
blatant disregard for the sovereignty of the state and has not gone unnoticed. I ask you to rescind
this grant forthwith in a manner that reflects the wishes of the state.

Last year, Governor Bill Haslam urged local public health departments in Memphis and
Nashville to accept all available Title X funds, an effort which successfully ended Title X
funding for Tennessee’s Planned Parenthood facilities, when Shelby County commissioners
ultimately voted to, instead, award its Title X funds to Christ Community Health, which does not
provide or promote abortion. Tennessee exercised its right to make this choice.

Not only is Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA) the largest abortion provider in
the U.S., new evidence has shown that Planned Parenthood employees are also willing to conceal
sex trafficking. Taxpayers are becoming more and more vocal about their opposition to funding
abortions. However, President Obama continues to prove that he will put the budget of our
federal government at risk to fund PPFA with taxpayer dollars. Not only should taxpayer dollars
never be used to fund an organization that performs abortions, the administration has deliberately
defied the will of the Tennessee legislature and Governor.

Again, I urge you to withdraw this grant and to prevent taxpayer dollars from being used to fund
an organization that performs abortion services. American Taxpayers expect the federal
government to use their funding responsibly; and the people of Tennessee deserve to have their
elected representatives make decisions without fear that federal agencies will usurp their laws.

Sincerely,

i

Diane Black
Member of Congress
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